
Welcome to the LGBTQ+ Roundtable!

We will be using Poll Everywhere for some survey questions

Try it out by answering this question:  

by text message:   

on the web:

to join the session (only needs to be 
done once),  then text your answer

stay on that page — we’ll use it more later

If you don’t have a computer or phone with you, let us know!



Group Discussion Part 1
Topic:  what it’s like being an LGBTQ+ person in physics

• What drew you to physics? How did being LGBT affect your decision 
to go into physics, if at all?

• If you came out after choosing physics, did the major or the culture of 
the major have an affect on your decision?

• What is on the line when you come out in physics (i.e. to peers, to 
authority figures, as an authority figure, etc.): be specific!

• How has being an LGBTQ+ person affected your experience as a 
physics student / physicist? Do you make a point of being out to you 
lab mates? Advisor(s)? Students?

• What is the climate like at your university? In your department? How 
does physics compare to other science disciplines? Non-science 
disciplines?



Group Discussion Part 2
Topic:  change we’d like to see

• What problems have you seen at your home institution? At physics 
conferences?

• Conversely, what specific actions have made you feel welcomed or 
accepted? Can you identify moments where you feel solidarity, 
inclusiveness, etc.?

• What methods have you used to address microaggressions or direct 
confrontations (wrt your gender expression/sexual orientation)?

• What would an ideal environment look like? How can physics become 
more inclusive? Are there additional resources that would be helpful?

• What is something you can do to make the environment more 
inclusive?

• What about CUWiP itself — Was this session a good idea? What 
kinds of programming should we include in future CUWiPs?


















